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RUGBY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026 – 7:00 PM 

ARMORY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND MICROSOFT TEAMS 

 

Mayor LaRocque called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   

Council members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call was taken by LaRocque. 

Council Members present: Lotvedt, Reinke, Santjer, Kraft, Zachmeier, Larson, and Nelson. 

Also, present were Chief Bommersbach, Troy Munyer, Public Works Director, Attorney 

Mickelson Hendrickson (by Teams), and Auditor Stewart. 

Absent was Schneibel. 

The council considered the agenda.  There was an addition of CVB Minutes and Financials and 

removal of Pierce County Fair – Funding.   There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve the agenda 

as amended.  Second by Kraft, all voting yes, motion carried.   

The council considered the regular council minutes of June 1, 2026.  There was a motion by Larson 

to approve the June 1, 2026, regular council minutes as presented.  Second by Santjer, all voting 

yes, motion carried.   

Chief Bommersbach presented the May 2026 Police Report.  He explained that the department had 

80 calls for service, 52 citations, 6 arrests, 2 vehicle accidents and 25 medical assist calls in the 

month.   Bommersbach explained the one K-9 deployment and one training exercise during the 

month.  The deployment was on a traffic stop, to sniff a vehicle.  No narcotics were found.  The 

training exercise was conducted for the Farmers Union Camp at the Pierce County Fairgrounds.  

Officer Fjellanger and Officer Remi demonstrated searching and tracking for the children.  There 

was a motion by Kraft to approve the Police Report.  Second by Reinke, all voting yes, motion 

carried.   

 

Laurie Odden, CVB Executive Director, thanked Mayor LaRocque and Council Member 

Schneibel for their service to the community as they finish out their terms on the City Council.  

Odden updated the council on the upcoming current activities in the community.  The annual 

softball tournament will be held July 11 & 12.    Envision hopes to have the RV campground open 

by July 4.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve the CVB minutes and financials.  Second by 

Reinke, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Brian Hoffart, JDA Executive Director, explained current programs he is working on and possible 

grants.  He has asked his board to execute a website revamp for the JDA and is working on setting 

up a revolving loan fund. There was a motion by Lotvedt to approve the JDA minutes and 

financials.  Second by Reinke, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Buildings: Portfolio Holder Lotvedt explained that the south Armory windows are going to be 

replaced in the next few weeks.  The underpass project on Hwy 3, the main roadways are 
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completed, and they are finishing up curbs and sidewalks.  He explained that there is a small 

drainage issue at the north tennis court that Strata is going to try to remedy with the Park Board.   

 

7:25 pm Nelson joined the meeting. 

 

Finance: Portfolio Holder Nelson had nothing to report.   

 

Ordinance:   Portfolio Holder Zachmeier explained that two additional first readings of ordinance 

are on the agenda this evening.   

 

Public Safety: Portfolio Holder Kraft asked Nelson if the DOT had come up with a better place for 

the STOP sign at the intersection of Hwy 3 and 1st St NW.  Nelson explained that the Chief of 

Police needs to talk to the DOT individuals on site before they start painting the new roadway to 

ensure it is in an agreeable location.   

 

Public Works: Portfolio Holder Larson explained an estimate from B & J Excavating to maintain 

300’ of 5th St SE, in Prairie View Estates.  The cost estimate is $22,510.  There was a motion by 

Larson to approve the B & J Excavating Quote at $22,510 Second by Nelson, roll call vote, all 

voting yes, motion carried.   

 

Recreation: Portfolio Holder Santjer explained that Public Works had removed a few inches of 

sand and shale from Diamond 3.  He has the Tessman Company coming to sample the spoil on the 

field and recommend what should be applied as the top surface to make it a better playable field.  

Once they complete that, he will provide a quote to the council to consider.    He explained that 

the youth baseball and softball program has been going very well.   

 

Library: Reinke explained that the Freedom 250 truck will be in Rugby next week at the high 

school parking lot.   

 

Unfinished Business 

 

Mickelson Hendrickson explained that the Dangerous Building written plan from Mr. Walker 

regarding his property is something the council can consider approving.  She explained what 

actions the council could take if the plan is not followed though with.  Lotvedt commended Walker 

for trying to remedy the issues, and that the council should consider this positive.  Mickelson 

Hendrickson explained what should be included in a motion that the council might consider for 

this topic.  There was a motion by Lotvedt to delay enforcement of the Dangerous Building 

ordinance so long as the items are repaired as outlined in the written document, we will have the 

Building Inspector follow up with these items to see if the council needs to follow up on it.  Second 

by Zachemeier, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

The second reading of Ordinance 475 was conducted.  This ordinance is regarding public 

nuisances.  There was a motion by Zachmeier to approve the second reading of Ordinance 475.  

Second by Lotvedt.  Reinke was concerned with the Chief of Police being the individual who must 

enforce the ordinance.  They discussed that different individuals such as the Building Inspector 

have authority over portions of city ordinance as well as the Chief of Police.  They had discussion 
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regarding the penalty enforcement.  LaRocque called for a vote, majority voting yes, motion 

carried. 

 

The council conducted the first reading of Ordinance 476 Refuse.  Mickelson Hendrickson 

explained that the current refuse ordinance had not been updated for decades.  She found it easier 

to repeal the ordinance in its entirety and then proceed with Ordinance 476.  There was a motion 

by Zachmeier to approve the first reading of Ordinance 476.  Second by Lotvedt.  Reinke 

questioned 5.12.110 regarding barbecue pits burning briquettes only.  Mickelson Hendrickson 

explained that they can certainly remove or edit that portion of the ordinance if they wish.  

Zachmeier amended her motion to strike the portion of the ordinance 5.12.110, Barbecue pits or 

outdoor fireplaces shall burn charcoal or briquette only.  Second by Lotvedt, all voting yes, 

motion carried.   

 

The council considered and conducted the first reading of Ordinance 477 Golf Carts, Electric 

Scooters and Low Speed Recreation Vehicles.  Bommersbach explained the issues that have been 

seen and reported regarding these types of transportation.  He explained the ages and requirements 

to drive these on the street.  There was a motion by Zachmeier to approve the first reading of 

Ordinance 477.  Second by Reinke, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

New Business 

 

The council considered a call for bids for a city parcel with a legal description Outlot 394 

SW1/4SE1/4 Section 31-157-72.  There has been interest in the parcel just east of the city shop.  

There was amotion by Nelson to put Outlot 394 of the SW1/4SE1/4 Section 31-157-72 for bids.  

Second by Lotvedt, roll call vote, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

The council considered a local permit for Prairie Village Museum.  There was a motion by Larson 

to approve the local permit.  Second by Kraft, all voting yes, motion carried.   

 

There was no public comment.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for July 6, 2026, at 7:00p.m.  

 

Lotvedt thanked LaRocque and Schneibel for serving on the City Council.   

 

There being no further business to transact or come before the council at this time LaRocque 

declared the meeting adjourned at 8:17pm.    

          

 

____________________________      _________________________________ 

Robert St.Michel, Mayor     Attest: Jennifer Stewart, City Auditor 

 


